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We can find common ground. Some-

thing has to be done, whether it is a 
disturbed person or not, whether it’s a 
terrorist act. And for me, this issue 
was a terrorist condition because of 
what happened. 

But I want us to come together as 
one. We can do so, and we can come to-
gether to do what is good for the Amer-
ican people, respect the Second Amend-
ment, but find ways to protect the 
American people, whoever they are, 
wherever they live, from these dangers. 

May God bless the people who have 
now fallen, and those who suffer, and 
God bless the United States of Amer-
ica. 
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RECOGNIZING CENTRE COUNTY 
WOMEN’S RESOURCE CENTER 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
the dedication and hard work of the 
staff and volunteers of the Centre 
County Women’s Resource Center, 
which has addressed the harms of do-
mestic violence while promoting com-
munity safety in Centre County, Penn-
sylvania, since 1975. 

The Women’s Resource Center pro-
vides vital services to women, children, 
and men who have been victims of sex-
ual assault and/or domestic violence. 
The continuum of services includes 
prevention, crisis intervention, edu-
cation, and advocacy. 

In 2010 and 2011 CCWRC served more 
than 1,000 victims with 24-hour con-
fidential and free services for those vic-
tims of sexual assault, stalking, and 
domestic violence. The emergency 
shelter also provides counseling, legal 
and medical advocacy, and prevention 
programs. 

Much of the Federal support the 
CCWRC receives has been through the 
Violence Against Women Act and the 
Victims of Crime Act, both of which I 
am proud to support. 

Mr. Speaker, domestic violence is a 
national epidemic. The professional 
and caring staff of the Centre County 
Women’s Resource Center is doing 
their part to raise awareness, assist 
victims, and make positive strides to-
wards further prevention. Their efforts 
have not gone unnoticed or under-
appreciated, and set an example for 
how other communities can address do-
mestic violence. 
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CONGRESSIONAL BLACK CAUCUS 
HOUR 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. GIB-
SON). Under the Speaker’s announced 
policy of January 5, 2011, the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands (Mrs. 
CHRISTENSEN) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority 
leader. 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Again, it is my pleasure to lead this 
Special Order this evening, and I thank 
again our Democratic leadership for 
giving us this time. 

Before I yield to the minority whip, I 
want to also add my condolences to the 
families who lost loved ones in the 
shooting in Aurora, Colorado, and to 
those who are recovering from their in-
juries, both physical and emotional. I 
want to add the condolences of the peo-
ple of the Virgin Islands to all of them. 
They are all in our prayers. It hap-
pened that I had taken my grand-
daughter, Nia, to a preview of the 
movie the night before, and I really 
shudder to think of what everyone in 
that theater went through that night. 
It could have been us, and it still could 
be any one of us anywhere unless we do 
something to ban assault weapons and 
to turn back some of what the Repub-
lican Congresses have passed. 

One of the weapons used by Holmes 
was an AR–15 rifle, which is a semi-
automatic weapon. If the assault weap-
on ban of the Violent Crime Control 
and Law Enforcement Act of 1994 had 
not been allowed to expire, it might be 
that 12 people, including a little girl, 
might still be alive. Our colleague, 
Gabby Giffords, would not be home, 
making what is, thankfully, a remark-
able recovery, but the six people who 
died that day might be alive. A young 
man in St. Croix, who lost his life yes-
terday—and many others in the U.S. 
Virgin Islands and across this coun-
try—might still be alive if that ban 
were in place. 

So, again, on behalf of me and my 
family and of the people of the Virgin 
Islands, I offer condolences to the fami-
lies of those who were lost and to the 
families of those who are recovering. 
They are in our prayers. 

At this time, I would like to yield 
such time as he may consume to our 
Democratic whip, a true leader for all 
Americans, leading us in many issues. 
Tonight, I believe, he is going to talk 
about voter protection, but he also has 
been working very hard to make sure 
that we Make It in America and that 
everyone is able to Make It in America. 

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentlelady 
for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank my 
friends in the Congressional Black Cau-
cus for organizing today’s Special 
Order, but as my colleague Mr. ENGEL 
and as my colleague on the Republican 
side and as Dr. CHRISTENSEN have 
pointed out, our hearts and thoughts 
go out to and with those people who by 
happenstance of going to a movie have 
lost their lives, have been injured 
badly, have lost family members, have 
had the confidence of going out and 
about in this country put at risk. How 
we lament that loss of life, that loss of 
confidence, that loss of a sense of safe-
ty in their community. 

We need to address that issue—to in-
still confidence, to restore safety, to 
ensure that America continues to be a 
land in which people feel safe. 

Mr. Speaker, today, I want to talk 
about an issue that is central to Amer-
ica, and that is the right to vote. This 
is an issue that affects millions of 
Americans from every walk of life, but 
it will certainly have a disproportional 
effect on African Americans, Hispanic 
Americans, seniors, and youth. 

In 2008, we saw a record turnout from 
minority communities and younger 
voters as more Americans were ener-
gized to take part in our democracy. 
That democracy is our greatest 
strength, and the principle of ‘‘one per-
son, one vote’’ has always been a vehi-
cle for Americans to hold their govern-
ment accountable and ensure it is re-
sponsive to the challenges we face as a 
Nation. We ought to be building on 
that progress we made in 2008 by en-
couraging more Americans to register 
to vote and cast their ballots. Indeed, 
in my view, the Nation—States, coun-
ties, communities, municipalities— 
need to be reaching out to people to 
make sure they know how to vote and 
to facilitate their votes, not to put 
stumbling blocks in the way. 

It continues to be deeply disturbing 
to witness a campaign of raising bar-
riers to voting and voter registration 
by Republican-controlled legislatures 
in States across this country. My dear 
friend and colleague, a hero in Amer-
ican history, JOHN LEWIS, is a veteran 
of the fight for voting rights in the fif-
ties and sixties. He carries the scars, 
both physical and in his memory, of 
the great effort to secure not just the 
right to vote but the freedom to exer-
cise that right. That’s why he is help-
ing to lead this effort in 2012 to prevent 
voter suppression and to make certain 
our elections are open to all who are el-
igible to participate. 

He can attest that today’s effort is a 
continuation of the work he began as a 
young man. Since the beginning of last 
year, 22 laws and two executive actions 
in 17 States have restricted our citi-
zens’ right to vote. Civil rights heroes 
like JOHN LEWIS refused to accept bar-
riers to voting in the middle of the 20th 
century, and all of us—each and every 
one of us—is here today because we 
refuse to accept these new restrictions 
in the 21st century. 

That’s why many of us introduced 
the Voter Empowerment Act in May. 
Our bill strengthens America’s democ-
racy by improving our voting system 
in three key areas: access, integrity, 
and accountability. It will reauthorize 
the Election Assistance Commission, 
create a national voter hotline for re-
porting problems, allow same-day and 
online registration, remove obstacles 
to voting for military personnel, and 
prohibit deceptive practices that dis-
courage Americans from casting their 
votes. 

Each one of us in this House is op-
posed to voter fraud. Each one of us is 
opposed to any voter voting who is not 
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